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The Latin American Support Group operates in 
two boroughs in South London. Set up by a 
group of Argentine women, this group reaches 
out to Spanish speakers who have recently 
arrived from Latin America. Their overall aim is 
to improve their quality of life, to enable them 
to function in a very different society.

Important elements of their work are: helping 
people to become more integrated into London 
society; and increasing people’s knowledge 
about how to get around, how to buy food, 
how to cope with the UK legal and benefits 
system, and where to go if they are ill. Key 
results for their target group are gaining the 
ability to speak English, and ultimately getting 
a job, as well as gaining more understanding of 
UK culture, and understanding how to hold on 
to their own culture too. 
 

 

The support group offers a range of activities, 
depending on funds and volunteers available to 
run them. (They have only two paid staff – all 
other work is done by volunteers.) They have a 
small centre where they run drop-in advice 
sessions and ESOL (English as a second or other 
language) classes. They have a team of volunteer 
interpreters who will go with people to 
appointments, etc, and an alternative health 
team offering massage and aromatherapy. They 
also run a monthly theatre visit to get some of 
the more isolated women out of their homes. 
They have links with other Latin American 
groups and hope to increase these. 
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The Equal Results campaign is a national 
campaign run by an organisation campaigning 
for equality within education, training and 
employment and aiming to combat 
institutional racism. The overall aim of Equal 
Results is to improve educational attainment 
among Afro-Caribbean children in schools. 
However, the main focus is on the needs of Afro-
Caribbean boys, as the results for girls are 
better than those for boys and similar to those 
for girls from other backgrounds.

The Equal Results team carries out extensive 
consultation and periodic research studies and 
keeps abreast of the issues and needs affecting 
Afro-Caribbean boys in schools and the 
underlying reasons for lower educational 
attainment overall. This includes research into 
areas of success. They provide information to 
schools but work mainly at an infrastructure 
level. Equal Results is represented on local 
partnerships on educational attainment in 
areas with a substantial Afro-Caribbean 

population and is also in close 
communication with the Department for 
Education and Skills. They represent the 
needs of Afro-Caribbean children in schools, 
particularly boys, through meetings, lobbying 
and responding to relevant policy documents. 

They have a good reputation and are 
routinely consulted by government around 
policies affecting Afro-Caribbean children in 
schools. However, many schools are limited in 
what they can do because of low levels of 
resources. Parents/ carers dealing with 
difficult teenagers are in need of support. 
Equal Results campaigns for more resources 
to be made available to both schools and 
parents/ carers to enable them to help young 
people before behavioural issues escalate, to 
help improve behaviour and to reduce school 
exclusions. Increasing understanding of need 
is a key aim. 
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To improve 
educational 
attainment among 
Afro-Caribbean 
children in schools

To increase 
understanding 
of needs of 
Afro-Caribbean 
boys in schools

To reduce  
school exclusion of 
Afro-Caribbean boys

To increase access  
to resources

To improve 
behaviour of Afro-
Caribbean boys in 
school To improve 

educational 
achievement 
amongst Afro-
Caribbean boys

Research 

Consultation 

Dissemination  
 
Sit on local 
government 
partnerships on 
educational 
attainment 

Meetings 
and written 
representation 
with relevant 
authorities

Respond to national  
government policy 
documents 

Sit on government 
sub-committees 
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To increase understanding of 
the needs of Afro-Caribbean 
boys in schools 

To increase access to resources

To reduce school exclusion  
of Afro-Caribbean boys

To improve behaviour of Afro-
Caribbean boys in school

To improve educational 
achievement amongst Afro-
Caribbean boys

• Department for Education and Skills more aware of the needs of  
 Afro-Caribbean boys in schools 
• Local partnerships and other bodies more aware of needs
• Policy and practice more responsive to needs

• Schools have more resources to support Afro-Caribbean boys
• Parents and carers have more support available for children at  
 risk of exclusion or underachievement

• Fewer Afro-Caribbean boys excluded from schools

• Reduced truancy levels
• Reduced behavioural problems

• Improved test/exam results for Afro-Caribbean boys
• More Afro-Caribbean boys opting for further education
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 Outcomes Indicators 

  

 

Department for Education and 
Skills more aware of the needs 
of Afro-Caribbean boys in 
schools

Schools have more resources to 
support Afro-Caribbean boys

Fewer Afro-Caribbean boys 
excluded from schools

Reduced behavioural problems 

Improved test/exam results 
for Afro-Caribbean boys

• Amount of information available to Department for Education  
 and Skills on needs
• Extent that relevant policy documents refer to the needs  
 of Afro-Caribbean boys 
• The type of concerns expressed by key figures in  
 Department for Education and Skills

• Level of funding to schools to resource support
• Number of resource packs downloaded by schools

• Number of Afro-Caribbean boys excluded from schools
• Number of Afro-Caribbean boys at risk of exclusion

• Number of school reports of incidents requiring intervention
• Extent of behavioural problems recorded by schools
• Type of behaviour reported anecdotally

• SATs results
• GCSE results
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